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Course title Propaganda, Misinformation and Fake News

Course code JOUR103

Course type Theoretical

Level Diploma

Year /| Semester 15t Year / 2"d Semester

Teacher’s name Marios Poullados

ECTS 6 Lectures / week | 3 Laboratories / week

The course aims to provide the students with a comprehensive understanding of
Course purpose the causes and effects of disinformation, propaganda and fake news, as well as
and objectives the strategies and techniques for identifying and countering them. The course
draws from a range of disciplines, including Psychology, Media Studies, Political
Science, Ethics and New Technologies, and encourages critical thinking and
engagement with contemporary issues.

Upon the completion of the course, the students are expected to:

Knowledge

1. Recognise the basic concepts of propaganda, disinformation and fake
news, their historical background and their evolution in the digital age

2. Explain the role of new technologies, social media and search engines in
the digital age.

3. Understand the consequences of spreading fake news and the need to
take a responsible attitude in verifying the accuracy of information before
sharing it to the public.

Learning outcomes

4. Use fake news detection techniques

5. Demonstrate digital literacy skills, such as skills in navigating various
media sources and platforms.

6. Apply skills such as analysing logical fallacies and evaluating arguments

about the sources of information they encounter.

Competences

7. Examine news and debunk misinformation through fact checking
8. Examine different types of media content.

Prerequisites Required
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Course content

Introduction to misinformation, Propaganda and Fake News

» Definition of misinformation, propaganda and fake news
e Historical and current examples of misinformation, propaganda and fake
news.
e The impact of misinformation, propaganda and fake news on society
Psychology of Misinformation and Propaganda

» Cognitive biases and factors that contribute to believing untrue
information and propaganda
e Psychological tactics used in propaganda and fake news
e Strategies for identifying and countering misinformation and propaganda
Social Media and disinformation

¢ The role of Social Media in spreading and countering misinformation and
propaganda and the impact on the spread of false information
e The exchange of information in the age of social media
Political Propaganda

e History and use of propaganda in political campaigns
e Propaganda in authoritarian regimes and democratic societies
e The role of social media in political propaganda
e Case studies on disinformation
Case studies

e Examining real examples of misinformation and its effects
* Investigate the role of media and technology in spreading or countering
false information
¢ Analysing the ethical and legal implications of misinformation and fake
news
The effects of Fake News and deepfake news

e Effects of fake news and deepfake news on democracy and elections.
e The psychological effects of fake news on the individual and society.
e The responsibility of journalists and media organisations in the fight
against fake news
Technology and misinformation

¢ The impact of technology on the spread of misinformation and fake news
e Social media platforms and their role in spreading misinformation
e Emerging technologies and their potential impact on misinformation and
propaganda
Combating Misinformation and Propaganda

o Strategies for identifying and countering misinformation and propaganda

» Fact Checking and debunking misinformation and fake news. The
challenges of fact-checking in the modern age

¢ The role of education and media literacy in combating misinformation and
propaganda.

Teaching
methodology

Interactive lectures, classroom demonstrations of printed and digital media,
individual or group exercises aimed at the continuous formative assessment of]
students. With the help of the above and the supporting materials (as seen below),
the students will be called to demonstrate critical thinking skills as they relate to
contemporary issues that influence or affect the field of journalism.
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e Attendance and class participation 10%

A e Assignments 40%
ssessment o Final Assignment 50%
Language Greek
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