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Course title Principles of Journalism
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Course type Theoretical

Level Diploma
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1St vear / 15t Semester

Teacher’s name

Marina Chrysostomou

ECTS

6 Lectures / week | 3 Laboratories / week

Course purpose
and objectives

The aim of the course is to introduce the students to the basic principles of
journalism, with the aim to distinguish the tasks and obligations of Journalists in
the various media, as well as to understand the concepts related to journalism
starting from the era of printed press until the digital age. At the same time, the
course aims to present the current trends and perspectives in journalism as well
as to encourage students to reflect critically on the changes that have been caused
in the style of journalism, identifying at the same time the causes and reasons of
this change.

Learning outcomes

Upon the completion of the course, the students are expected to:

Knowledge

1. Recognise the role and mission of the journalist.
2. Realise the differences between print and electronic

3. Recognise the forces — and interests — that shape the print and electronic
press.

Skills

4. Be able to examine the role of journalism and the media in the culturaland
political life of the Republic.

5. Analyse the role of journalism in society, demonstrating their critical
thinking skills as it relates to the way the cultural and technological
changes seem to influence speech, writing and press.

Competences

6. Be able to differentiate their text discourse according to the type of media
being used each time.

Prerequisites

Required
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Course content

e Brief historical review on the Media: From Homer to the actadiurna of the
Romans, Gutenberg, till today

¢ Introduction to Journalism as a profession / mode and the adoption of basic
principles (truth, objectivity and the difficulties of achieving it, pluralism,
globality in news coverage). The circumvention of these principles in the
modern communication field (dictated news coverage, purchased bias).

e Newspapers past and present: Cyprus, Greece, Europe, USA and Japan

o Whatis news: features and properties. The article and special columns in
the printed and digital press.

e The organisational nature of television stations and newspaper editing.
o Types of news reporting and their use in newspapers and digital media.

e Headlines, texts, captions, photos: The most important pillars of
newspapers.

e Special editions (pull-out sections) in newspapers and their journalistic-
commercial significance.

o Readers' opinion pages, letters and editorials, specialist columnists.
¢ Non-journalistic content — advertisements.

e The appearance of the digital media - rivals or partners?

e The internet and the evolution of journalism:

¢ The main challenges of the profession from the age of the printed
press to the age of the internet.

o The particularities of the internet, the advantages and "pitfalls" of
online information, the workplace of an online journalist, the
expects that work together in the context of a news website.

e Ethics in Journalism. The Code of Journalistic Ethics in Cyprus and
differences with other countries.

e The role of journalism in society: How journalism affects public
consciousness, democracy and society in general.

e How cultural and technological changes affect speech, writing
and press.

Teaching
methodology

Interactive lectures, classroom demonstrations of printed and digital media,
individual or group activities aimed at the continuous formative assessment of
students. The course aims to present the current trends and perspectives in
journalism as well as to encourage students to reflect critically on the changes that
have been caused in the style of journalism, identifying at the same time the causes
and reasons for this change. To do so, the students will be asked to engage with
contemporary writings / articles in order to enhance their critical thinking on issues
related to the aforesaid (see supportive materials).
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e Attendance and class participation: 10%
A ¢ e Assignments: 30%
ssessmen e Intermediary written examination: 20%
e Final written examination: 40%
Language Greek

! Translation tools: Please click on the following link to go to a guide that has been developed to help you get you informed about
the process of automated translation. The guide is found at Moodle > Student information > 06nyo6g BuBALoBAKknc- Msg%?paon
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